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Ore-mining. Detail from a painting by Georg Pauli 1906. In 
connection with a renovation of the buildings, the painting was 
taken down, transferred to plaster boards and assembled on the 
ceiling of the Bank Hall inside the entrance to the West Wing of 
the Riksdag.
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The opening of the Riksdag session 
Tuesday 13 September 2016
The Central Band of the Swedish Army performs and the Life 
Guards are on parade at Riksplan. Inside the Kopparporten 
entrance to the East Wing of the Riksdag building stand the 
Kedjan Folk Dance Society and Solna Scout Group with flags. 
The songs filling the Stairway are performed by the Erik West-
berg Vocal Ensemble.
While waiting for the ceremony to begin, wind players from  
the Central Band of the Swedish Army perform in the Chamber. 
The actual ceremony begins when the Royal Family enters.
At the request of the Speaker, HM The King declares the Riksdag 
session open. A new parliamentary year can begin.

T h e m e  n o r t h e r n  N o r r l a n d
Since last year, the opening of the Riksdag session has had a 
regional theme. This year, 2016, the focus will be on northern 
Norrland, and more specifically on the counties of Norrbotten, 
Västerbotten, Jämtland and Ångermanland. The region has 
inspired the decorations, the choice of menu and the design of 
this programme. The choir that is participating is based in the 
northern town of Piteå.
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The Artists
T h e  E r i k  W e s t b e r g  V o c a l  E n s e m b l e
“An opportunity to listen to tones we didn’t know existed”, wrote one 
reviewer of the Ensemble, which interprets the sounds of Norrbotten. 
Choir leader Erik Westberg is a Professor of Choral Conducting and 
Choir-Singing at Luleå University, College of Music in Piteå. He has 
been a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Music since 2008. 
The choir has been on numerous tours throughout the world and has 
recorded many records. During the opening of the Riksdag session 
the choir will be accompanied by David Wahlén on accordion.

T h e  K e d j a n  F o l k  Da n c e  S o c i e t y
The Kedjan Folk Dance Society has around 100 members and was 
established back in 1921. The members devote themselves to vari-
ous activities including folk dance, folk music, folk costumes and 
historical games. The Society has its own choir, and its repertoire also 
includes Renaissance music and dancing. The Kedjan Folk Dance 
Society has paraded with the flags of Sweden’s provinces at the open-
ing of the Riksdag session since 1983.

S o l n a  S c o u t  G r o u p
This year the Solna Scout Group is celebrating its 100th anniversary. 
The Group has about 100 members. The scouts experience camarade-
rie, adventure, learn new skills, participate in camps and meet other 
scouts from all over the world. This year, the Solna Scout Group will 
parade with flags at the opening of the Riksdag session.
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T r u m p e t e r s  f r o m  t h e  R o ya l  L i f e g ua r d s  
Trumpeters from the Mounted Band of the Royal Lifeguards will 
perform in the Chamber under the leadership of Music Corporal 
Anders Alhbin. They will be playing on herald trumpets, which are 
traditionally used for fanfares on ceremonial occasions. The fanfare 
they will play when HM The King has opened the Riksdag session is 
by Åke Edenstrand.

J a n n e  S c h a f f e r
Janne Schaffer is an acclaimed guitarist and songwriter. He has 
performed together with top musicians such as Björn J:son Lindh 
and ABBA, and played for full houses in Sweden and abroad. He 
made his first solo album in 1973. This was followed by several more, 
and he has collaborated on the albums of many other artists. He also 
has his own record and production company.
He became known to a broader audience as one of the founding 
members of the Electric Banana Band. He has contributed to guide-
lines for electric guitar tuition at music colleges in Sweden. 
Janne Schaffer has been awarded several distinctions, most recently 
Illis Quorum in 2005, which is awarded by the Government.
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Chichester marsch*

Trumpeters from the Mounted Band of the Royal Lifeguards

•

The Swedish Royal Anthem* 

•

Brusa högre lilla å
Janne Schaffer

•

The Speaker
invites His Majesty The King to open the Riksdag session

•

His Majesty The King
declares the 2016/17 Riksdag session open

P r o g r a m m e  i n  t h e  C h a m b e r



Fanfare*

Trumpeters from the Mounted Band of the Royal Lifeguards

•

Norrland
Janne Schaffer

•

The Prime Minister
presents the Statement of Government Policy

•

Så skimrande var aldrig havet
Janne Schaffer

•

The Swedish National Anthem*

•

Grand marsch*

Trumpeters from the Mounted Band of the Royal Lifeguards

* Everyone rises
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With the inland railway through northern Norrland
We board the train in Östersund and take our seats by the window. 
After a while the train passes the river Hårkan, a popular spot for 
fly-fishing for grayling and salmon trout. By the edge of the forest we 
catch a glimpse of a bull elk with a majestic set of antlers.

We make a detour to Höga kusten, the High Coast, and try out the 
hiking trails up the Skule Mountain. River Ångerman flows forth 
between the steep, sandy riverbanks, created by the water cutting deep 
into the sediment it deposits. We long for surströmming*, but will 
have to make do with the reindeer-meat sandwiches in our rucksacks.

Kiirunavaara, Aitik and Maurliden. Of Sweden’s 18 mines, 12 are 
situated in Norrbotten and Västerbotten.
Our train journey comes to an end in Gällivare. We put our boots 
on and set off on a hike across Europe’s largest wilderness. It was its 
combination of unique natural environment and the Sami culture 
that has gave the Laponian area in northern Sweden its status as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Suddenly we’re standing face to face 
with our first reindeer.

The High Coast. Photo: Magnus Hartman/TT.

Kiirunavaara with the town of Kiruna in the foreground. Photo: Jerker Andersson/TT.

Reindeer herding at Stora Lulevatten in Lappland. Photo: Bengt Olof Olsson/Bildhuset.

* A northern Swedish speciality of fermented Baltic herring
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T H E  S W E D I S H  R O Y A L  A N T H E M
Ur svenska hjärtans djup en gång
en samfälld och en enkel sång
som går till kungen fram!
Var honom trofast och hans ätt
gör kronan på hans hjässa lätt
och all din tro till honom sätt
du folk av frejdad stam!

text: Carl Vilhelm August Strandberg;  music: Otto Jonas Lindblad   
Arr : Ivar Widner

T H E  S W E D I S H  N A T I O N A L  A N T H E M
Du gamla, du fria, du fjällhöga Nord
Du tysta, du glädjerika sköna!
Jag hälsar dig, vänaste land uppå jord.
Din sol, din himmel, dina ängder gröna
Din sol, din himmel, dina ängder gröna.

Du tronar på minnen från fornstora dar
Då ärat ditt namn flög över jorden.
Jag vet att du är och du blir vad du var.
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden.

text: Richard Dybeck;  music: Folk song from Västmanland 
Arr: Ivar Widner






