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Opening of the Riksdag session  
Tuesday 14 September 2021
A new parliamentary year is about to begin. Like so 
many times before, a traditional ceremony will take place 
to celebrate the parliamentary year ahead. The elected 
representatives are entering the final Riksdag session of the 
electoral period. In just under a year it will be time once 
again to meet the voters in elections.
While we look to the future, we still carry our history 
with us. We honour our democratic principles and 
remember the women and men who fought for the intro-
duction of democracy.
It is exactly one hundred years since Sweden held its first 
parliamentary election with universal and equal suffrage 
– an election where women finally had the chance to vote 
and stand for election!
The pandemic is far from over, but let us nevertheless 
take joy and pride in our democracy and our parliament 
and seize on the hope that each new beginning brings.
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Participants
d u o  J A L M E L I D / L A R S E N
Philip Jalmelid and Tuva B Larsen are the leads in the musical Så 
som i himmelen (As it is in heaven) who fell in love on stage then 
became a couple in real life. It was in this acclaimed musical that 
Jalmelid and Larsen achieved their major breakthrough.
Philip Jalmelid is from Gotland and is a singer and actor. After 
completing his training at the Academy of Music and Drama at 
the University of Gothenburg, he has appeared in several major 
Swedish musical and opera productions.
Tuva B Larsen grew up in the Norwegian mountains and is a 
singer and actor. She studied at the Academy of Music and Drama 
in Gothenburg and has, among other things, played the lead in 
Alice in Wonderland at Helsingborg City Theatre.
In the Chamber, the duo will perform three songs including På 
grund av dig, the love ballad from the musical Så som i himmelen. 
They will be accompanied by the pianist Karl-Johan Ankarblom.

T R I O  F R O M  T H E  R O YA L  P H I L H A R M O N I C  O R C H E S T R A
The trio consists of Joakim Agnas (trumpet), Mikael Nilsson 
(trumpet) and Stefan Lindgren (piano), all members of the Royal 
Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra. During the ceremony, Stefan 
Lindgren will perform works from Sweden’s rich musical heritage.



- 5 -

D U O  W E S T/ R Y D VA L L
Swedish folk music meets Baroque on the Grand Stairway, when 
Kristine West, flute, and Erik Rydvall, key fiddle, combine works 
by J.S. Bach for solo flute and solo cello with melodies from our 
oldest Swedish folk music books. The result is a fascinating fusion 
of traditional folk music, own compositions and Baroque music. 
Kristine West has received multiple prizes as a flautist with roots 
in the folk music traditions of Hälsingland. She plays wooden 
flutes, such as the recorder and traverso, and various types of 
concert flute and pipe. Fiddler Erik Rydvall is well-known in the 
world of folk music and is one of the founders of the music trio 
Nordic. To be able to play Bach on the key fiddle, Erik Rydvall 
commissioned an instrument with extra strings – a “Bach fiddle”.

T H E  C H I L D R E N  O F  Ö S T E R G Ö T L A N D
The Association for the Children of Östergötland was founded in 
1921 by Countess Alice Trolle, and works to support children and 
young people with long-term illnesses or functional disabilities. 
Earlier this year, the Association was awarded the Swedish flag by 
the Swedish National Day Foundation.

A R M Y  C E N T R A L  B A N D  A N D  T H E  L I F E  G UA R D S
The Central Band of the Swedish Army will perform and the 
Grenadiers of the Life Guards will be on parade at Riksplan.



P R O G R A M M E  I N  T H E  C H A M B E R

* Everyone rises.

Entry march from Concerto in C major  
for two trumpets and piano*

Members of the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra
Music: Antonio Vivaldi

•

Kungssången (The Royal Anthem)*

•

Duvemåla hage
Tuva B Larsen

Lyrics: Björn Ulvaeus. Music: Benny Andersson

•

The Speaker
invites H.M. The King to open the Riksdag session

•

H.M. The King
declares the 2021/22 Riksdag session open



Fanfar*

Members of the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra
Music: Joakim Agnas

•

Land, du välsignade
Philip Jalmelid

Lyrics: Elisabet Björklund. Music: Ragnar Althén. Arr: Karl-Johan Ankarblom

•

The Prime Minister
presents the Statement of Government Policy

•

På grund av dig
Philip Jalmelid & Tuva B Larsen

Lyrics and music: Fredrik Kempe

•

Sveriges nationalsång*

•

Grande Marche*

Members of the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra
Music: Charles Voss. Arr: Joakim Agnas
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Celebrate Democracy 100 Years!
In September exactly 100 years ago, Sweden held its first parlia-
mentary elections in which women were able to vote on the same 
terms as men. The 1921 elections were the first in which voting 
rights were equal; everyone had one vote and they were general in 
the sense that requirements concerning income and wealth had 
been removed.
Even though certain groups were not allowed to vote, the election 
laid the foundations for the democracy that is such a natural 
element of Swedish society today.
The 1921 elections were preceded by decades of speeches, debates, 
meetings and demonstrations. It was a battle fought by peaceful 
means and as a compromise between the political right and left. 
When the elections were over, five women had been voted into 
the Riksdag.
Now that we are celebrating 100 years of democracy, we cheer for 
all the women and men whose passion and commitment resulted 
in the first democratic elections in Sweden. We hope that those 
who come after us will be as proud as we are of those who came 
before us. Democracy is something that should be worth celebrat-
ing once again, one hundred years from now.



The Riksdag will celebrate the centenary with a light show on the façade of Riksdag.    Photo: Riksdagsförvaltningen

Suffrage meeting on Visingsö, probably in 1911.    Source: Kvinnsam, Gothenburg University Library 

Inauguration of the Celebrate Democracy exhibition in Stockholm in December 2018.    Photo: Melker Dahlstrand 
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k u n g s s å n g e n  (T h e  R o y a l  A n t h e m )
Ur svenska hjärtans djup en gång
en samfälld och en enkel sång,
som går till kungen fram!
Var honom trofast och hans ätt,
gör kronan på hans hjässa lätt,
och all din tro till honom sätt,
du folk av frejdad stam!

LYRICS: Carl Vilhelm August Strandberg  music: Otto Lindblad  

s v e r i g e s  n a t i o n a l s å n g  
(T H E  N A T I O N A L  A N T H E M )
Du gamla, Du fria, Du fjällhöga nord,
Du tysta, Du glädjerika sköna!
Jag hälsar Dig, vänaste land uppå jord,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna,
Din sol, Din himmel, Dina ängder gröna.
Du tronar på minnen från fornstora dar,
då ärat Ditt namn flög över jorden.
Jag vet att Du är och Du blir vad Du var.
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden,
Ja, jag vill leva, jag vill dö i Norden.

LYRICS: Richard Dybeck  music: Folkmelodi från Västmanland



Elections to the Riksdag in Annedal, Gothenburg on 16 September 1921. 
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